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Abourt This Book

Muhammad Baquer Majlesi is one of the towering shiite
theologians of the eleventh century.

The present book sheds light on his works and thoughts.

The book includes six chapters, two appendices and an
epilogue.

In the first chapter, the writer deals with his life, education
and socio-religious positions. ‘

The second chapter introduces the reader to the religious
and socio-political atmosphere of the era at which Majlesi lived.

The writer enlarges on the upheavals leading to the
formation of Safavid government in lIran. Considering these
upheavals, we have cast our major glance upon the causes of the
presence of the thelogians in the Safavid government, their
relations with their contemporary governers and the burgeoning of
religious sciences in this era.

The third chapter is about the services rendered by
Muhammad Baqer Majlesi. His wrting in Farsi, his motivations in
doing so, and his socio-religious services have been dealt with in
this chapter. Also, a large number of works attributed to him have
been analyzed.

The fourth chapter gives a brief list of his book and disciples.

The fifth chapter deals with Majlesi’s most outstanding work,
that is, «Behar-al-Anvar». This chapter gives an almost exhaustive
report of the motivation, the process of writing, the subject matter,
the sources, the commentaries, the translations and the viewpoints
pertaining to «Behar-al-Anvar».

The sixth chapter entitled «Allameh Majlesi’s viewpoints and

scientific position» deals with some of his viewpoints. Such subjects



as Majlesi and Haddith (tradition), philosophy as viewed by
Majlesi, Majlesi on Sufism and Sufis, Majlesi the conservative
«Akhbari» and his thought and scientific activities in the field of
politics have been dealt with in this chapter.

The two appendices of the book deal with Majlesi’s family
and his fellow-name theologian Mir Muhammad Bager
Khatoon-Abadi who has been thought to be Majlesi.

The last chapter gives a descriptive-analytical report of the
sources of Majlesi’s life.
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